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i^otcs anir ©pinions. 



The Synoptic Problem and the Life of Jesus. — • Professor Sanday, in a 
lecture delivered sometime since upon the "Logia" by Messrs. Gren- 
fell and Hunt, says : " If we could only find the true Logia of St. 
Matthew, either in Greek or in Hebrew, that most difficult of problems, 
the origin of the synoptic gospels, would at one stroke be solved, or 
be put on the high road to solution ; and we should at the same time 
have our materials for the Life of Christ carried back one step nearer 
to the Life itself." The same thought is put from a little different 
point of view in George A. Gordon's Christ of Today : " Behind the 
critical activity concentrated upon the New Testament is the deep- 
seated desire to move through apostolic opinion and idiosyncrasy, 
through evangelistic prepossession and habit, through every likely 
or possible accidental accretion, as close as can be to the pure 
and august word of the Lord. Those who fail to discern this long- 
ing as the controlling force in all the nobler New Testament 
scholars will be sure to misunderstand their spirit and misjudge 
their work." It is the recognition of this need of coming directly to 
the words and person of Jesus himself that has given such an astonish- 
ing impulse of late to New Testament study. Men are beginning to 
see that from our gospels it is possible to get, not only the writer's 
impression or interpretation of Jesus, but also the practically uncolored 
report of his thought. The greatest need in the process of discovering 
this original apostolic material is a mind unprejudiced by a dogmatic 
position or by some thesis that must be proved at all costs. And it is 
encouraging to see that the recent work along these lines shows an 
increasing effort after intellectual honesty and balance. 

Was St. Paul the Evangelist of France? — The Abbe Fouard, in his 
recent volume on St. PauFs Last Years, very naturally interprets the 
well-known statement of Clement of Rome (i Ep. 5) that Paul preached 
" unto the goal of the West " as implying that the apostle preached in 
Spain. But recalling, with other writers, that a voyage to that country 
might have been by way of some coasting vessel that would put in at 
Marseilles and other ports in Gaul, he proceeds to say that Paul thus 

271 



272 THE BIBLICAL WORLD 

became the founder of the church in France. His reasons are simply 
that Paul must have preached at the ports in Gaul at which his vessel 
must have stopped. There is, of course, no absolute impossibility in 
such a conclusion, and it is one of a class that is called brilliant. Bril- 
liant it may be, but it is not history. There are too many conditions 
to be fulfilled, no one of which is necessary for the evangelization of 
Spain — itself a very questionable matter. A concatenation of uncer- 
tainties never can give a certainty, and the one thing just now needed 
in the historical treatment of the apostolic age is not brilliancy, but a 
straightaway method that shall not mistake guesses for facts, nor hold 
that a hypothesis is proved merely because it has not been disproved. 
If Paul evangelized France, because vessels sailing from Italy to Spain 
stopped at Marseilles, why might he not have evangelized Sicily or 
Africa for some similar reason ? We know something about the early 
church in Gaul, but nothing that would lead us to take this clever con- 
jecture of Abbe Fouard seriously. 

Paul's Conception of the Supernatural. — In the September number 
of the New World Dr. Orello Cone has grouped together a great num- 
ber of references to Paul's belief in the supernatural element of Chris- 
tianity. After having discussed the matter in great detail, Dr. Cone 
concludes as follows : 

A fellowship with Christ which is ethical instead of supernatural, an 
atonement which is only a reconciliation, a baptism which is a mere outward 
form, an eschatology which is an historical evolution without a celestial 
denouement, and a spirit which works according to law, constitute an emascu- 
lated Paulinism. The indomitable tendency of modern thought toward these 
ideas denotes our departure from the greatest of the apostles, and indicates 
the transient elements in a teaching which for ages swayed the thought of 
Christendom. 

There is no little truth in these statements. Paul's conception of the 
relation of the believer and Christ is certainly more than that of moral 
sympathy and likeness. He is " in Christ." But, at the same time, the 
impression made by the entire article needs considerable supplementing 
and correcting. It is a fair question whether " the indomitable tend- 
ency of modern thought" is precisely toward a Paulinism of this sort. 
It is, of course, difficult to be very exact about "the" tendency of 
modern thought; but it has seemed to us as if a tendency was toward 
a recognition of the very " supernatural " element Dr. Cone describes. 
It may not claim Paul's visions or charismata, but such things are not his 
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essential supernatural elements. If there is anything that is the core 
of Paulinism, it is the dependence of goodness in men upon goodness 
in God. Wherever he enters the region of the " supernatural," it is 
that he may make more emphatic this fact. To make him a mere 
dealer in wonders, visions, and magical baptisms is not only to misin- 
terpret him, but to stumble in the first steps of a biblical theology — it 
is to make central something that Paul himself made peripheral. To 
restate his thought of the interrelation of morals and religion is not 
to leave out the "supernatural," but to reinstate the "supernatural." 
The eternal glory of Paulinism is its emphasis of just this : A God 
revealed and made knowable in a loving, suffering Christ is not a dis- 
tant abstraction, but an ever-present Savior — a source of new moral 
impulses and powers and graces. 

Is the tendency toward such a Paulinism a tendency toward its 
true or its accidental supernaturalism ? And is it an eddy, or is it the 
main current ? 

In this connection it is worth noticing the position on this matter, 
so different from that of the words quoted, by Rudolph Eucken in an 
article, " Die Stellung der Philosophic zur religiosen Bewegung der 
Gegenwart," in the Zeitschrift fur Philosophic utid philosophische Kritik 
for August, 1898. 

The Letter of the Thessalonians to Paul. — Professor J. Rendel 
Harris, in The Expositor for September, has an exceedingly interesting 
paper, entitled "A Study in Letter Writing." In it he shows how an 
examination of the numerous papyri which have been recently discov- 
ered shows that the letter writing of the ancient world abounded in con- 
ventional phrases. Many of these phrases are to be found in the letters 
of Paul, and, accordingly, being formal, are hardly to be taken as 
involving any very great meaning. First Thes. 1 : 2, Rom. 1 : 9, Eph. 
1:16, for example, contain phrases of this character, all paralleled in 
papyri letters. But the most important element of the paper is prob- 
ably Professor Harris' attempt to reconstruct a letter which the Thes- 
salonians had written to Paul, and to which 1 Thessalonians is an 
answer. From the fact that in the papyri letters the method of answer- 
ing other letters is that of repeating their thought or expression, Pro- 
fessor Harris maintains that it is possible to discover such expressions 
as imply a sort of 'quotation from the letter of the Thessalonians them- 
selves. By a combination of the passages which is discovered, Pro- 
fessor Harris constructs the following letter : 



274 THE BIBLICAL WORLD 

The church of the Thessalonians to the beloved Paul, greeting : We 
give thanks to God on thy behalf continually, and have an unceasing remem- 
brance of thee in our prayers, desiring earnestly to see thy face, for thy 
entrance to us hath not been in vain ; but thou hast spoken to us the words of 
God in truth, without flattery and without covetousness, and we remember 
thy labour and thy toil on our behalf. 

And we have turned from the worship of dead idols to serve a true and 
living God, and to wait for the return of His Son from heaven. And we have 
become imitators of thee and of the churches of God in Judea, and of thy 
patience and of theirs in those afflictions whereunto we are appointed. And 
thou hast been to us as a nursing father, even as Moses carried the people 
in the wilderness, exhorting us to walk worthily of the kingdom and glory of 
God. And even as thou didst declare to us that we should suffer for the 
kingdom of God, so it came to pass. 

But we desire to know concerning them that are fallen asleep before the 
coming of the day of God, and what will be their portion when that day 
cometh suddenly as a thief upon the inhabitants of the earth, etc., etc. 

All our friends salute thee. 

One cannot help admiring the ingenuity with which this work 
of reconstruction has been carried on ; but, at the same time, one is 
not altogether convinced of its accuracy. The mere fact that Paul 
seems to emphazize a personal pronoun of the first person can be hardly 
said to imply that it introduces a reiteration of some similar expression 
in the Thessalonian letter. At the same time, the discovery of the 
polite conventional prases in the papyri letters is a distinct addition to 
the interpreter's material, an honor which Professor Harris generously 
shares with Professor Deissmann's Bibel-Studien. 



